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“My story isn’t special. It’s the story of so 
many people that don’t have the ability to
tell theirs.”
  —Amber

Green Bay, WI

virtual during the shutdown, so that helped. More 
importantly, both our Allies and other Circle Leaders 
regularly checked in on us—especially since they knew my 
daughter missed her friends from Circles. Our Circles 
director and coaches have been creative in orchestrating 
in-person, socially distanced, outdoor activities this past 
summer that allowed my daughter to interact with her 
friends again. These activities are helping my daughter 
recognize the voices and needs of others. 

The last two years have taught me that there are no limits 
to what I am capable of achieving. I have achieved a lot on 
my own, but Circles people have helped me recognize 
capabilities that I didn’t know I had. I did not know that I 
could stand in front of a crowd of people. I didn’t know 
that I could be a part of changing the system that has 
failed me and so many others. I didn’t know that sharing 
my story could make a difference. I didn’t know that I had 
enough courage to acknowledge my own actions that 
brought me into poverty. I’m now involved in local politics 
and working to address minimum wage and other issues 
that affect people in poverty. 

My story is not extraordinary, but now I’m not afraid to 
share it. When I started Circles, I was homeless. But I 
worked hard, started a new career, and graduated from 
Circles. Now I give back as an ambassador to the 
community. I am not done with Circles because the 
system has to change. It is not good enough that I made it. 
This is a struggle for so many people. People shouldn’t 
have to work three jobs and be homeless. They shouldn’t 
have to lose their childcare benefits or fall off any other 
cliff when something is just beginning to go right for them. 
I’m doing something about it! 

For me, thriving means not living under the anxiety and 
fear that what I have is all going to go away. I don’t feel 
that fear the way I used to. Circles has provided people to 
help me overcome life’s rough spots, which has opened 
opportunities for me to advocate for others and make 
lasting systemic changes. 

When I found Circles, I was at rock bottom. I was 
homeless and couch surfing with my two-year-old 
daughter who has cystic fibrosis. I was working three jobs, 
had five case workers, and still couldn’t find housing. I was 
running out of money and resources and looking for some 
direction. I heard about Circles while attending a required 
job readiness training class. I liked what I heard, but I also 
could tell that I would not benefit from this program 
unless I went all in. And so I did.

I have made a lot of progress, but that hasn’t come 
without significant setbacks. As of today, I am halfway to 
where I want to be. I have a good-paying job in a position 
that I am relatively good at. I have achieved the Circles 
goal of 200% of the poverty level. But along the way I got 
nailed with the cliff effect, twice! I got a great job and then 
an unbelievable raise within two months of being hired. 
With each increase in pay, I lost benefits that my pay 
increases didn’t make up for. I felt particularly distraught 
when I lost medical benefits for my daughter. But my
Allies were there for me. They picked up food for me, 
helped get my daughter to doctor’s appointments while
I was at work, and reminded me constantly that I was 
doing much better than I had been just a few of months 
before. They provided the support system that I 
desperately needed. 

When the pandemic hit, it felt like just one more blow. I 
was worried about my daughter since we weren’t able to 
leave home. However, our Circles chapter decided to go 








